
 

 
500 New Jersey Avenue NW, Suite 400 

Washington, DC 20001 
12 September 2016 

 
 

 
The Honorable Jason Spencer 
Chairman, Commercial Space Subcommittee 
House Committee on Science and Technology  
State Capitol 
Atlanta, GA 30334 

 

          
Dear Chairman Spencer (and Committee Members):  
 
I am writing to offer the Commercial Spaceflight Federation’s strong endorsement for the support for 
the development of a vertical commercial space launch site in Camden County, Georgia. Over the 
past decade the commercial space industry has developed, tested, and invested in new capabilities 
and services that are beginning to significantly expand America’s economic sphere from the edge of 
space to low-Earth orbit and beyond. As the commercial space industry continues to grow from its 
current base of $330 Billion per year, Georgia has an opportunity to position itself as an attractive 
hub for the industry’s future business activities and operations, bringing significant economic and 
inspirational benefits to the citizens of Georgia. With this growth there is need for additional vertical 
launch capacity and redundancy on the East Coast of the United States that is not a government-
centric launch site, and southeast Georgia is probably the last and best place to site such an 
installation. 
 
Already Georgia has a number of attributes that will make it fertile ground for future commercial 
space activities including an existing robust aerospace industry, access to a talented pool of Georgia 
Tech, Georgia, Columbus State and other graduating engineers, as well as launch and 
manufacturing at the future Spaceport Camden.  With the FAA-led Environmental Impact Study 
(EIS) wrapping up in the next few months, having the Georgia House and Senate firmly behind the 
industry will be a critical signal to industry that Georgia wants the jobs, innovation economy, and 
inspirational aspirations that come with the commercial space industry.  
 
We note the important step that the Georgia Legislature is taking by considering necessary signaling 
legislation. As seven other states in the nation have already done, having simple space-focused 
laws codified at the state level for space flight participant indemnifications that mirror those 
contained in federal law signals to the industry Georgia is welcoming of these jobs and innovations. I 
note with pride that the federal provisions were supported by both the Republican and Democrat 
leadership in Congress; and recently updated with broad bi-partisan support and then signed in to 
law by the President in December 2015. By crafting legislation that represents widely accepted 
industry best practices the Georgia legislature demonstrates to the Commercial Space Industry that 
you and your fellow lawmakers want this exciting and inspirational 21st century industry to innovate, 
and safely operate, in Georgia. 
 
We applaud you and the committee for your leadership and vision in developing this pro-growth bill. 
We thank you, your colleagues, and all of your staff for the many contributions in advancing this 
legislation and look forward to its passage into law. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Eric W. Stallmer 
President 
Commercial Spaceflight Federation 


